flimsy material as if it were paper The suggestion proved irre-
sistible The supporters of the Dear Old Empire, some three hundred
strong, surged forward in one united rush on its property

Wednesday was a half-holiday at Sandhurst, and it was only
natural that so sensational an event as this re-opening should have
attracted to the Empire a strong contingent of cadets, equally
natural that- they should have felt that they would not be getting
their money's worth out of the entertainment without some even
stronger form of excitement than that billed in the programme
Young men will break loose and run not as the sparks fly upwards,
and the ragging impulse was as normal in the 'nineties as it is now
But such an affair may assume a different complexion when there is
a Winston Churchill to exploit its possibilities   He had viewed the
proceedings of Mrs Chant and her fellow councillors in the light of a
major violation of those liberties consecrated at Runnymede  He
had not the least doubt that he was the man to vindicate them, and
he planned his campaign with as much deliberation as Marlborough
might have done   He had discovered the existence of a League for
Theatrical Protection, and he had come up to Town primed with a
carefully prepared oration, to attend what was advertised as the
meeting of its executive  That body had proved to comprise one
disconsolate individual in a dingy room, and in speechless disgust
the young crusader had returned to his base, pawning his watch for
the ticket  He was, however, at the scene of action on Wednesday
night, and though he does not appear to have had any responsibility
for the assault on the partition, he grasped, with the lightning de-
cision of the born cavalry leader, the opportunity for turning a vulgar
brawl into an event of high political significance  Making the
wreckage his rostrum, he began to harangue the excited mob m
words that migfyt have emanated from Gladstone himself

"You have seen us tear down these barricades tonight; see that
you pull down those who are responsible for them at the coming
election "

No wonder that they cheered themselves hoarse and rushed forth
into the street waving in triumph the souvenirs of their victory It
was a political debut not unworthy of one who was to prove capable
of infusing whole peoples with the determination "to pull down those
responsible" for violations of liberty of a different kind from any
attempted by poor Mrs Ormiston Chant *
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But it is time to stnke a very different note from this one of high
comedy We have seen to what an extent Winston Churchill had
come to mould himself in the image and identify his own career
with that of his father He shared, beyond doubt, in Lord Randolph'1

* There is an excellent account of this by Mr Horace Wyndham in his Victoria)
Parade,
32